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 MAGIC is a summer transition program focused on preparing incoming Michigan State 
University students for the social, cultural, academic, and professional opportunities 
imperative for a successful college career at MSU. Due to COVID-19, this traditionally      
one-week program will be moved to a virtual learning five week program that will meet on 
Wednesdays (1:00-3:00PM & 7:00-8:00PM) starting July 15—August 12, 2020.  
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May 26, 2020 
 
Dear Student, 
 

Congratulations on your acceptance into Michigan State University! You have been selected to 
participate in a summer transition program for incoming MSU students called Maximizing 
Academic Growth In College (MAGIC) and coordinated by the Office of Cultural & Academic 
Transitions (OCAT). Due to COVID 19, this traditionally one-week program will be moved to a 
virtual learning five-week program that will meet on Wednesdays (1:00-3:00PM and 7:00-
8:00PM) starting July 15, 2020 until August 12, 2020.  
 
This exciting virtual program helps incoming students navigate through the large campus of 
50,000 students at Michigan State University. Our goal is to help prepare students for the rigors 
of college life by helping them understand that college classes are nothing like their experience in 
high school. Students will get an opportunity to: 
 

• Interact with renowned motivational speakers such as Eric Thomas aka “the Hip-Hop 
Preacher” 

• Connect with a culturally diverse community 
• Learn about cultural, academic, professional, and social strategies for proven success at 

MSU 
• Engage with key MSU faculty/staff and MAGIC Peer Assistants 

 

Now in its 24th year, the MAGIC program prides itself with its outstanding retention rate of 90%! 
Your goal is to graduate from MSU and through this program we provide you with the “keys to 
success” in reaching this goal.  
 
Enclosed in this letter, you will find MAGIC Program FAQs, student testimonials and information 
about our MAGIC Success Initiative (MSI), a year-long support program only for MAGIC 
participants.  
 
Your next step is to complete the online application that can be found on our website at 
www.ocat.msu.edu as soon as possible as there are a limited number of students who can 
participate in this on-line this program. Once we receive your application, we will contact you 
with additional information. 
 
To learn more about OCAT’s other student success initiatives, please visit our website at 
www.ocat.msu.edu and make sure to follow us on social media (IG: @ocatmsu). If you have any 
questions concerning the MAGIC program, please email us at ocat@msu.edu or call us at: (517) 
353-7745. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
MURRAY EDWARDS 
 

Murray Edwards 
MAGIC Program Coordinator 

https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6Wi7XPD3JKxaBvf
http://www.ocat.msu.edu/
http://www.ocat.msu.edu/
mailto:ocat@msu.edu
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MAGIC (Maximizing Academic Growth In College) 
2020 virtual program FAQs 

 
 

1. Who coordinates the MAGIC Program? 
MAGIC is one of the many student success initiative programs that is coordinated by the Office 
of Cultural & Academic Transitions (OCAT). OCAT is part of the Division of Student Affairs & 
Services.   

 
2. How long is the MAGIC Program?   
Due to COVID 19, this traditionally one-week program will be moved to a virtual learning five 
week program that will meet on Wednesdays (1:00-3:00PM and 7:00-8:00PM) starting July 15, 
2020 until August 12, 2020. 
  

3. Do I need to attend the entire five weeks?   
Yes. Students who are accepted to participate in MAGIC must commit to staying in the program 
the entire time period due to the comprehensive nature of the experience.   
 

4. Can I still attend MAGIC if I have not attended MSU’s New Student 
Orientation (NSO)? 
No. All students attending MAGIC must attend an NSO session before their MAGIC week. No 
exceptions. Contact the NSO Office (517) 355-8490 and let them know you are attending 
MAGIC. They will work to adjust your NSO time.  

 
5. Do I need to attend both the afternoon session (1:00-3:00PM) and the 
evening session (7:00-8:00PM)? 
Yes. All sessions are mandatory.    
 

6. What Does MAGIC Cost?    
There is no cost to attend the MAGIC 2020 virtual program because it will be online.  
  

7. What is the application deadline?   
Applications will be accepted until spaces are filled. Don’t wait!  
  

8. What type of electronic devices/supplies will I need for the MAGIC 2020 
virtual program? 
Because students will be interacting with their peers and guest presenters while navigating 
MSU’s online learning system (www.d2l.msu.edu) we prefer that students have a working 
laptop/desktop. Students will not be able to fully engage with this program if they rely only on 
their phone.  

http://ocat.msu.edu/
http://ocat.msu.edu/
http://studentaffairs.msu.edu/
http://studentaffairs.msu.edu/
http://www.d2l.msu.edu/
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9. What if I do not have access to high speed internet? 
Access to high-speed internet will be critical to complete the MAGIC 2020 virtual program 
successfully.  However, if students do not have access to high-speed internet, we will mail out 
hard copies of worksheets/documents shared within the program. Please inform the OCAT staff 
immediately via email (ocat@msu.edu) or call (517) 353-7745 if you do not have access to high-
speed internet. Please also review MSU’s “Guide to Remote Access” website to assist students 
in accessing high-speed internet.   
 

10. Do I need to prepare anything before the first MAGIC session? 
Details about the first assignment(s) will be provided prior to the first MAGIC session.  
 

11. Can Parents Participate?     
Parents are invited to the initial Welcome session that will take place on Wednesday, July 15th 
(1:00—2:00PM).   
  

12. Can anyone attend MAGIC?   
Any new freshman whose have been admitted to MSU for Fall 2020 enrollment can attend 
MAGIC.  
 

13. Will there be any follow up after MAGIC? 

Yes! All MAGIC participants will be invited to participate in all OCAT Student Success Initiatives 
(SSI) throughout the 2020-2021 academic year.   

 
14. How can I get more of my questions answered?    
Contact OCAT (517) 353-7745, email ocat@msu.edu or visit: www.ocat.msu.edu  

  
 

mailto:ocat@msu.edu
https://remote.msu.edu/learning/internet.html
http://www.ocat.msu.edu/


  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAGIC SUCCESS INITIATIVE (2020-2021) 

ACADEMIC   

SOCIAL 

SERVICE 

LEADERSHIP 

CULTURAL 

STUDENT 

The MAGIC Success Initiative offered by the Office of Cultural & Academic Transitions is a program that   
promotes student success for all MAGIC participants through academic, social, financial, leadership, career, 
service, and cultural support. Participants are required to attend the MAGIC monthly meetings, attend 
OCAT’s weekly Success Series and take full advantage of the support offered through this program.   
 
The following diagram outlines the program requirements while providing an overview of the ways OCAT   
provides support in the transition and retention of these first year Michigan State University students.  
 

 FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT: 

• CONNECTION TO RSOS 
& OCAT PROGRAMMING 

• JACKSON NATIONAL                  
NETWORKING 

• NOMINATION FOR                     
LEADERSHAPE 

 

REQUIRED: 

• MONTHLY MERGE      

MEETINGS 

SUPPORT: 

• OCAT FRIDAYS                       

(1:00-3:00PM Every Friday) 

• OCAT ORGANIZED GROUP     

SOCIALS (TBD) 

REQUIRED: 

• WEEKLY SUCCESS SERIES WITH ERIC 
THOMAS (Mondays @ 7:00PM @ Erickson, Kiva) 

• ATTEND 3 ACADEMIC SUCCESS         
WORKSHOPS (CLC/Collaborative Learning 
Center ) 

SUPPORT: 

• 4 YEAR PLAN W/ACADEMIC ADVISOR 

• WRITING CENTER SUPPORT @              
OCAT ON THURSDAYS (2:00-3:00PM) 

• IEM/International Engagement in  
       Mexico (3 credits) 

SUPPORT: 

• HANDSHAKE REGISTRATION 

• FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR 

STUDY ABROAD (IEM) 

• SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH            

SUPPORT: 

• AWARENESS OF OCAT/MSU 
CULTURAL EVENTS 

• OCAT ORGANIZED CULTURAL 
EXCURISION IN MICHIGAN 
(TBD) 

 
CAREER 

REQUIRED: 

• 5 VOLUNTEER HOURS/

SEMESTER (10 TOTAL) 

SUPPORT: 
• GROUP SERVICE             

PROJECT (TBD) 

• INTERNATIONAL            
ENGAGEMENT IN MEXICO 

• VOLUNTEER OPPS. 

SUPPORT: 

• HANDSHAKE                   

REGISTRATION 

• LINKEDIN PROFILE 

• HEADSHOT 

• RESUME REVIEW 

1ST YEAR MAGIC 

PARTICIPANTS 

October 3, 2019—OCAT 
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